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Meanwhile he was gaining a footing as an actor.
The accounts of the Treasurer of the Chamber for
March 15, 1594-5, bear record of Shakespeare's hav-
ing been summoned, along with Kempe and Burbage,
as a member of the Lord Chamberlain's Company, to
present two comedies before the Queen at Greenwich
Palace in the Christmas season of 1594. This is the
earliest mention of the poet as sharing with his company
a kind of recognition as honorable as it was profitable.

The records now take us back to his family. On
August 11, 1596, his only son Hamnet was buried. In
the same year John Shakespeare applied to the College
of Heralds for a grant of arms, basing the claim on
services of his ancestors to Henry VII, the continued
good reputation of the family, and John's marriage to
"Mary, daughter and heiress of Robert Arden, of Wilm-
cote, gent." Since there is evidence to show that the
son was by this time prospering in London, and since
the attempts of actors to obtain gentility by grants of
arms were not uncommon, it is likely that the poet
was the moving force in this matter. Two drafts
granting this request are preserved in Heralds' College,
London, one dated October 20,1596; and a third draft
confirming and extending the grant is dated 1599.
The coat of arms is described as follows: "Or [gold], on
a bend sable a spear of the first, the point argent; and
for the crest, a falcon, argent, with his wings displayed,
supporting a spear in pale; Or [gold], the point argent,
standing on a wreath of his colours and provided with a